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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [2.06 pm]: On 24 February 2014, 
I directed the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia to undertake a review of the Firearms Act 1973. In 
particular, I asked the commission to consider and make recommendations on both legislative and procedural 
changes in the areas of the licensing and storage of firearms, definitions and categorisations, and the effects of 
changes in firearm technology. The commission was also asked to provide advice on and recommend 
appropriate legislative changes regarding penalties and, in so doing, to consider consistency with penalties in 
other Australian jurisdictions. 
The commission was also to review relevant issues arising from the recent Operation Unification, a two-week 
national campaign against unlicensed firearms, which took place in Western Australia in June 2013 and June 
2014; the Auditor General’s reports on the firearms licensing system used by Western Australia Police; the 
sixty-eighth report of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, “Explanatory Report in relation to 
the Firearms Amendment Regulations 2013”; and any other relevant parliamentary inquiry. 
I understand the commission has conducted an extensive and thorough consultation process, which included the 
publication of a comprehensive discussion paper released on 30 October 2015. The discussion paper was 
prepared on the basis of information gained from consultations with a range of agencies, peak bodies and key 
interest groups. The commission also researched broader legislative contexts and policy frameworks in 
commonwealth and other state government jurisdictions in the preparation of the discussion paper. The 
discussion paper sought feedback from stakeholders and members of the community on 46 proposals and 
44 questions in relation to all aspects of the legislation, including licensing, permits, storage, categorisations and 
penalties. Owing to the wideranging and extensive consultation process, the commission has received an 
unprecedented response to the discussion paper from stakeholders and the public. It has received, in total, 
1 244 submissions. 
Given the significant level of stakeholder engagement and community interest in this reference, as evidenced by 
the level of response to the discussion paper, the commission has advised me that it requires additional time to 
ensure that it properly analyses all submissions in its consideration of this important reference and also to 
accommodate any additional consultation that will be necessary for it to carry out on specific matters arising 
from the submissions. In response to that request, I have agreed to an extension of time and look forward to 
receiving the final report from the commission by the revised date of 30 September 2016. I expect that the 
recommendations in the final report will help guide future reforms and make a substantive improvement to the 
operation of the Firearms Act 1973. 
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